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CHAPTER III

OVEELAKD  MAIL.

THE Overland Mail is one of the many great facts
of the Great Eepublic. The postal returns tell
you how many, you can imagine how important,
are the letters going westward from the Atlantic
cities to the Pacific cities. This mail is an Im-
perial institution.

While we were yet in London, dreaming of the
details of our trip to the Eocky Mountains, it was
always comforting to know that in going out
among the wild Cheyennes and Sioux, we should
find ourselves travelling in company with the Im-
perial Mail. Glancing at maps, scanning the vast
spaces over which Cheyenne, Sioux, Comanche and
Arappahoe roam, one is apt to think there may lurk
some spice of danger in such a journey; but then
comes in the assuring thought that all along this
route across the Prairies, across the Mountains, the